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European Union Recreational Marine Industry Group

EUROPEAN BRUSSELS OFFICE

54 rue Vautier – 1050 Brussels (Belgium)

Tel +32/(0)2 639 6230 – Fax +32/(0)2 644 9017

E-mail eurmig@logos-eu.com

“SAVE THE DATE”

COMMUNICATION TO EURMIG MIAs
EURMIG Industry Briefing Day

28th & 29th September 2006, Brussels

EU Funding Opportunities for Nautical Industries

in the new EU Programme for Research & Development (FP7 2007-2013)

Background

EURMIG recently successfully lobbied through the European Waterborne Technology Platform, ensuring that the R&D strategic objectives in the new EU Research Programme for 2007-2013 will also cover the recreational boating industries’ needs under its “transport” theme (FP7 Cooperation Specific Programme). Following this work, the EURMIG Strategy Board agreed that the future funding opportunities should be actively presented to businesses from all EU/EEA Member States covered by EURMIG MIAs.

It is important to inform MIA members that a European research budget in excess of 1 billion euros will be available for maritime industries for the period 2007-2013. Together with 1.3 billion euros earmarked for projects with SMEs, this gives our sector real funding opportunities.  

This memorandum explains how this will be achieved, essentially through the organisation of a “EURMIG Industry Day” in Brussels on 28th and 29th September 2006. Participants will come from companies and research bodies active in a wide range of nautical industries.

IMPORTANT TO DO

EURMIG members are requested to use the content of this memo to prepare and send a SAVE THE DATE communication to their members at national level, by all means of communication available. Ideally, these communications should be sent before 15th July 2006, with a copy of all communications also sent to the EURMIG Brussels office (email eurmig@logos-eu.com)

What are the themes for potential research projects?

The themes selected for projects under the 7th Framework Programme on Research and Development have been directly influenced by our lobbying in the context of the Waterborne Technology Platform. They include the following:

PILLAR 1: A safe, sustainable and efficient industry

1.1  Modelling fire safety

1.2  Design for lifetime maintenance

1.3  Optimising vessel usability for a less physically able, aging population

1.4  Improved man-machine interfaces including decision support and wireless

1.5  Vessel safety analysis including interaction with other craft

1.6  Reduction of exhaust emissions

1.7  Integrated waste management, including black,  grey and bilge water

1.8  Zero emission anti foulings and coatings

1.9  Reduction of on board noise and vibration

1.10  Reduction of external noise

1.11 Reduction of wash

PILLAR 2: A competitive industry

2.1 Development of tools for life cycle analysis

2.2  End of life boat disposal

2.3  Alternative recreational craft concepts

2.4  Adaptation of alternative propulsion and power systems

2.5  Structural load determination for high speed craft

2.6  Virtual prototyping

2.7  Adaptation of concurrent engineering methods

2.8  Rationalisation of design and modular construction

2.9  Plugless mould manufacture

2.10  Automated fibre and vacuum bag placement

PILLAR 3: Managing growth and change

3.1  Develop innovative solutions to provide cost effective and equitable access to the water and marine facilities

3.2  Develop enhanced management strategies for diverse recreational marine use of limited geographical resources

Who should take part?

The event is open to all companies’ representatives (CEO, CFO, Innovation Managers, etc.) who have direct interest in research and innovation within their companies. The event is exclusively organised for companies who are members of national MIAs (EURMIG). Companies can be small (up to 50), medium (50 to 250) or large (over 250).

The event is open to all research bodies and experts willing to contribute to EU R&D/innovation projects, and enterprises active across the wide range of nautical goods, equipments, technologies and services.

In order to allow maximum interaction between participants, speakers and experts, the number of seats available will not be higher than 50.

Objectives of the EURMIG Industry Day

The main objective of the EURMIG Industry Day is to offer detailed explanation of future EU funding opportunities resulting from the 7th Framework Programme for R&D, starting on 1st January 2007. From this date, regular calls for proposals will be made public in the European Union.

Representatives of companies will be able to meet with researchers and experts in order to discuss ideas for future projects.

Participants will meet with experts and EU officials who designed the content of FP7 for transport industries (in conjunction with the waterborne technology platform) and other company representatives who have practical experience of EU R&D projects.

Participants will also be assisted in industry contact building both during and after the meeting. One of the major issue for participating in EU R&D projects is the ability to build so-called “Research Consortia” in partnership with research institutes.

Provisional agenda of the EURMIG Industry Day

Thursday 28th September 2006

19.00

Welcome Dinner 



With Martin Callanan, Member of the European Parliament and

Simon Dewulf, CREAX, on “pragmatic approach of innovation”



Friday 29th September 2006

08.30

Registration

09.30

Welcome Address by EURMIG President 

09.45
“The New FP7 Programme and its Implication for the Nautical Industries”

European Commission’s official (DG Research)

10.30 Coffee Break

11.00

The future “Calls for Proposals” explained from A to Z



EU research experts and innovation consultants

13.00

Networking Lunch

14.30

Learning from success stories of EU research projects

15.30 Useful tips for answering a call

· Tools and advice to build research consortia

· Monitoring future opportunities

16.30 Closing Remarks by Chairman of the EURMIG Strategy Board

Logistics and location in Brussels

The organisers in Brussels are currently assessing several options to make this EURMIG Industry Day a success for companies of the nautical industries:

· European Parliament’s building (in cooperation with supportive members of the European Parliament)

· European Commission’s building with conference facilities

· Hotel in the EU Area with meeting facilities

Interpretation from English into other EU languages will be directly supported by MIAs willing to ease communication for their own members. EURMIG Brussels Office will help organising translation services between MIAs and Brussels-based interpretation companies.

Price and hotel accommodation

EURMIG aims for a broad participation of recreational marine companies at the EURMIG Industry Day.

For company representatives: 

300 euros including conference and 1 night’s accommodation (28th/29th November 2006)

EURMIG seeks to ensure that all types of SMEs can afford to join the EURMIG Industry Day. The participation fees, including the dinner, lunch and refreshments, and the hotel accommodation (standard room - *** or **** hotel) will be kept under 300 €. 

For research bodies directly interested to join the EURMIG information day: 

1,000 euros including one night accommodation and visibility services

The objective of the event is to give research institutes active in our industry sectors full visibility and access to the EURMIG Industry Day. Their participation fees ALSO include:

· A stand and meeting point at the entrance of the conference room;

· The possibility of placing brochures or briefings in the conference pack;

· If the registration is made before 31st July, the possibility of positioning the logo and details on the final communication for the event in early September;

· A mention of support for the event in the press release.

Information & Registration

The EURMIG Industry Day is organised by the EURMIG Brussels Office in close cooperation with national MIAs, members of EURMIG. 

Registration for the event will be handled directly by the EURMIG Brussels Office.

For more information about the present memo and the EURMIG Industry Day, please send an email to eurmig@logos-eu.com or call Mirna at + 32/2 639 62 30.
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The voice of the European boating industry


An ICOMIA Committee

[image: image3.jpg]EURMIG



The voice of the European boating industry

